
The Breakdown of What the PTA Does: 

 
Classroom Allotment 
Every year your student’s teacher has to purchase supplies to make their room more comfortable more 
organized, more productive, and most importantly, more educationally enriching for your child. None of 
these items are covered in the school budget.  In most schools, teachers pay out of pocket for these 
expenses that are vital to running a welcoming, constructive, and enriching classroom. 
 
The Bear Path PTA, with your support, offers teachers an allotment of $15 per student to cover these costs, 
allowing our school to be filled with classrooms that have been lovingly designed to welcome our children 
each year. 
 
Grade Based Allotments 
Each grade has different needs and activities throughout the year. The PTA supports some of these needs, 
by providing each grade with an additional $400 to use toward grade based activities (Invention 
Convention, Writing Books, State Fair, and More). This allows each grade to customize their year, feeling 
secure that they will have the funds needed to provide these extra activities. 
 
Every grade works each year to expand their Guided Reading Library.  These books help to cultivate our 
young readers, creating a love of reading that will last a lifetime. The PTA gives each grade $200 to use 
toward these libraries. 
 
Field Trips 
Did you know that the cost per bus for our students to leave Hamden on a field trip is nearly $350?  And most 
grades require at least two buses.  That is almost $700 in transportation costs alone.  When admission fees are 
added in, the field trips that your student attends can easily cost over $1000.     
 
In order to encourage more field trips, and still keep the costs down for students, the PTA, with your support, 
gives each classroom a $20 per student field trip budget.   It does not always cover the entire cost of the 
trips, but it allows our teachers to plan more enriching activities for our children. 
 
School Wide Enrichment 
The PTA believes that our students’ education does not come from the classroom alone.  Each year the PTA, 
with your support, gives money toward our Art, Music, and PE programs.  We give an allotment of money to 
our Literacy and Math Specialists, our Special Services staff and the Media Center.   The PTA pays for our 
students to attend Math & Literacy nights, Field Day, and the Art Show. 
 
Community 
The Bear Path PTA is a proud supporter of our Bear Path, and Hamden community.  The PTA, with your 
support, allows the Butterfly Garden and Nature Trail to be possible, the 6th Graders to attend an end of year 
celebration at Holiday Hill, gives a Scholarship to a deserving alum as they graduate from Hamden High, 
support for our local, and national educational programs, and offers sympathy and congratulations to our 
staff in times of joy and need. The PTA also thanks our hard working, dedicated teachers each year with 
luncheons and gifts during Teacher Appreciation Week. 
	
	

Donate Today To Help Bear Path PTA Reach Our Goals 
	

            Classroom Allotments: $7000 total needed         Field Trips: $9300 total needed 

            Grade Based Allotments: $5000 needed        Community: $7,800 needed 

            School Wide Enrichment: $11,800 needed        Operating (Dues, Insurance, Fees): $3,000 needed 

 

            That is a total of over $40,000 needed to continue making Bear Path the amazing school that it has become.    
            When broken down on a per-pupil basis, the PTA will be spending about $100 per student at Bear Path this year. 
	


